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Interesting Sketches by Lupokova of a Plastic Pose

Dance She Suggests as a Successor to the Tango.

s
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Lydia Lupokova, the Famous

Russian Dancer, Tells Why She
Has Given Up the Art and Gives Her Interesting Ideas of What Will Take

OurTango MadnessThe D

athAgdonies
the D&ﬂ(@?

Their Place When One-Step and Its Kind Are Buried

YDIA LUPOKOVA,the premiere dan-
L seusa of the Imperial Theatre of St
Petersburg and one of the fow rivala

of Annn Pavlova, has made a vow never
to dance agaln, The modern crage for the
fango, the one-step, the maxixe and their

kind has driven her, she says, Into retire-
ment. She looks upon the dance madness
that has swept over Ameriea and Europs
during the last year as the “death agonles
of Terpsichore™

Lupokova predicts that dancing, as it s
done to-day, will cense, In America at least,
within elght months. In its place will come
plastic posing-—perhaps the very oldest
form of the art. Her observations and
conclusions, intoresting and worth thinking
over even If not noqulenced in, follow:

By Lydia Lupokova. \

Formerly Premicre Dansowse of the Im-
pevial Theatre of Ki, Petersburg,

HAVE vowed never agaln to dance. For

I the best of reasons have | made my

vow, The dance Is dylog. In slx

months it will be daead. One should not
attach herself to a corpse. ’

The tango, the one-step, the maxixe, are
murdering the dance, In the tango you soe
the death agonles of all dances. Through
the Summer it may drag a lingering life,
for Summer {8 the sllly season, but the
Winter will come upon the dance dead.

It will dle becauss the foollsh people
who have danced and danced and danced
will tire of 1t. Of that which we have done
to0 much, the ecnjoyment with which we
have boen satlated, we tire, PFirst wearl-
ness, then disgust, then abandonment, Thatl
s the history of all sensations overindulged
in, and dancing is only & sensation

It is well. 1 sghall not ralse my hand, my
foot, nor my volce against the death of the
dance, Although 1 have given all the life
1 can remember to it, though 1 have been
a8 devout at the altar of duncing as ever
priestess before her surine, | have dropped
it, snd willingly, for I, too, nm apffering
from disgust. 1 have seen a great art dese.
crated, made Toollsh and absurd. 1 have
seen the garments of Terpsichore tralling
in the dust. 1 see dancing everywhere. I
cannot escape it. IL haunts me like the
memory of a sin. [ cannot be well served
at table In restaurant or hotel, for there
are no more good walters. They have
turned dancing teachers. 1 know a tallor
who used to make thirty dollars a woek,
Now he makes three hundred a week by
giving tdngo lessons.

*it i very much money," he sald, “but
1 shal] take [t so long ne they pay IL"

There I8 no use doing things well which
everyone is doing more or less badly and
for which there exists no standard. Your
dancing In Ameriea, what is 117 One-step
ping. You say you tango, but you say that
becanse It sounds well, You do not tango.
wise two persons in your country would
dance it the same way; but they do not.
1 have seen thousands dance what they
call the tango, and no two have danced It
the same. It 1z & chaos of one-steps into
which the dancer tries to introduce indl-
viduality and only murders grace,

The American Is Mght upon his feet. It
s remuarkuble how little he seems lo weigh

though he welgh much. That may be truth:
fully sald of him, but otherwise as a dancer
be s deficient—sadly, almost hopelessiy-—
for he has litle musio in kim. For him
the senseé of rhythm I1s rudimentary and
pever seems to quity grow up. The dancing
sense is not in him, and he pubstitates, in-
mead, dancing nonsense,

Ho attempts the maxixe. Merciful heav-

tns! Again the lightness of his feet and
aothing else, The maxixe is beautiful It
*squires Lhe dancing sense, music and

thythm. and Americans have them nol
Therelore your maxize is a burlesque.

The hesitation waltz? You do it better,
st always there Is the careless, slovenly
lescent into one step which, as | have sald,
2 only a walk,

The turkey trot is dead, and of what?
It died last Winter of weariness, and was
burled by disgust. It has preceded the
others by & year, Next October | am cer-
taln they will be Interred in the graveyard
of memories of our follles.

Mourn not the passing of an evil thing.
' propounce the dancing madness ln the
Julied States an evl] thing because 1t un.
lermines the characler. 11 destroys (he
m The mind, though, suffers most

“Life will be stupid without the dance”
you say., Bul you, my dear sir or madame,
are stupld with .. Think of the bhead-
cmpiying procoss of whirling about & room

to the accompaniment of Inane sounds—I
cannot call them musle—for four or five
hours! How profitably might that time be
spent at the theatrs seeing u noble play,
one containing an ldea, or in a library, or
hearing or making good music. That the
Americans are an Intelligent poople s
ovarywhare granied in Europe, but the
impresmion has grown lest. Belleve me,
the nations that are your enemles, secret
or open, would wish you to go on dancing
and dancing until your brains atrophled
from lack of use. By dancing you would
become & stupld people,

The effect of the modern dancing upon
the health {s apparent. The average per-
son cannot with safoty dance more than
fifteen minutes u day. Yet young, delleate
girls dance four and five hours every even-
ing, or at least several evenings a week,
The strain, even upon a normal heart, s
too great. If the heart is weak, death
hangs by the proverbial thread above her
head. But greater s the mensace to the
nerves. The Americans can, less than any
other nation afford to tamper with their
aarvous systems, already over-stimulated by
their exhllarating climate and by overwork
and ton great ambition,

The effect of the the dansant upon the
character hps been to arag life down to
the lowest sensuous plane, That sturdy
sense of Independence and the energy
utilized for the amassing of great wealth
degenerntes In that atmosphere into mere
love of sensallon, The newspapers told
recently of a young wife running away
from her home becsuse she had met at &
tango tea a young man whom she preferred,
Her husband didn't tango. More American
wives than you suspect prefer (ango part:
ners to husbands. Many a foolish or Inw-
less alllance is predicated at taugo teas,
Only to-day 1 heard of & woman who was
neglecting her children. She was away
from home all day because she wanted to
dance, That maldens lose their heads over
the dance (s not remarkable, but when the
dance begins to undermine the home by
weakening the charaoter of its cornerstone,
the mother, it Is time that the madness
cease,

History offers one cycle upon eycle.
Events are analogous. Two hundred years
ago In Goermany thers was much dancing
People danced and danced and danced
And by and by their brains began to go

round as their bodies did. Many dancers
went mad, The Germans became disgust-
rd, Dancing was dropped, was almost for
gotton. That, 1 predict, will happen here,
and very soon

A step toward that end is that your gray-
halred women and gray-bearded men have
Jolned the proceasion of follies,

The hearta of these dear, misgulded folk
are unable to endure long the straln. With-
out doubt dancing will shorten thelr lives.
Sudden deaths need not surprise the fam-
llles of these mature dancers, And how
great the loss to dignity. The light foot,
the light heart and the not too heavy head
are the trinity of the dance. In PFurope
Eray hair marks the dancing limit, Hera
1 should wish that it did for the gllver
crowns mingling with the youthful golds
and browns and blacks prove that indeed
danclng has reached the polnt of madness
in the United States,

Rosenthal,
the
Famous
German
Dancer,
inm
Plastic
Pose
Dance

Shall we say that a young woman who
has been glving these dansant and dinner
dances wonders how, when the craze for
dancing has ceased, she will entertain her
frlends? Isuggest that she assemble groups
of the friends in plastic poses of Botticelll's
“Spring"” and In the lovely Watteau groups.
Therein the dancing postures are taken
without the dancing steps. These human
pletures will educate in art while they stir
a nobler emulation than the present one
of who can dip the lowest in the “lame
duck."”

The art of conversation has degenerated
to a few sllly, hackneyed phrases hecause
of the prevalencs of the dance. Vocabu-

Lydia
Lupokova,
the
Premiere
INonseuse
The “Flirtation” f of
Movement in the | the
Maxixe. One of \ Royal
the New Dances Theatre {
That Lupokova . re in
Declares Marks the St. Peters-
Death of Dancing. burg, Who
: Has
laries ,will be compensation for the passing F“mwom
of Lthe dance supplied by walke, Walk an hour & the Dance
A plea for the universality of ke dance and & half every day at whatev- 2 - Because
is that It bas caused persons of sedentary er galt is natural, Riding, swim 2 of Its
> \hablts Lo take exercise they needed, But ming, tennis are all better exer ’ “Decaden ”
that is untrue. The exercise I8 taken in clses than dancing, because of ST ce.
: erowded rooms where the alr cannot ba their better environment,
~a - freah and where, lrh)mu breathe fresh alr, And so 1 have foresworn my Ufowork-- They are the symbols that In America, In
J - you court a dranught and the colds that daucing. I shall earn my living, instead, In the year 15814, danclpe Aha -
A Figure Which Lupokeva Th!nh Will Be the S\!ccmr of the One-Step. A come in its train, the drama. 1 have packed my ballet skirts women mad, .-i':ml 1::' };;l:f:fl f;a:"&!:mﬁ?‘
Plastic Pese Imitating the Faun. No, the needed physical exercise can be and my slippers with the wooden (oes ceased, [

Wh;r New York and Boston Are Doomed to Sin

Ing of the
wiarshes have led him up and down
the Atlantic coast line, and the more
exhaustive his study the more lm-
pressed he has become with the de

have calculated that New York,

Boston. Philadelphia and all the
othor clties along the Atlantie coast
will oventually sink beneath the
ocean. They have observed Lhat
there has been a steady sinking of
the whole coast, and they say that it
is golog on at the present moment.

This Is one of the many Interesting
facts contained in Willlam Atherton
Du Puy's new book, “Uncle 8Sam,
Wonder Worker” (F. A. Btokes Com-
pany).

How long will It be Dbefors the
ocean flows over our citles? This is
very uncertaln, According to some
grologists |t may take thousands of
years, but then others estimate that
4 will be sooner,

C. A. Davis, the Government poeoclo-
gist, 1s the expert who has been eol-
iocting evidence concerning the sink-

1

GW BERNMENT geological experta
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line
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Geologlists
the fact that the Atlantic coast line
Was much farther out than It {s now,
There is a line from one hundred (o
thres hundred miles off the present
coast at which the water suddenly
gels deaper.
Water is genarally wbout three hun-

denly

to the ocean’s botlom. The men of
the Coas: Survey have traced this

nlong.

continent once reached out that far,
and that thers was the coast

But a gradual decline through the

coast. His studies of

cent times,

of all thut region.

have long recognized

Chariestown

Out to that distance the

feet deep. Then it plunges sud-
and becomes tem Uimes as far

murks,

throughout the length of our
line and find It similar all
The geologists say that the man,
line,
about It has

has caused that line to retreat, foot lnto the

untll now it is where we know it
From a geological standpoint, this
has happened in comparatively re

since the glaclal period.
it into the present period and makes
the action new,
tively known to be going on now,

There 18 an anclent

with regard to which there is definite
foformation as to s elevation. It
was put in place seventy years ago.
Its elevation was given with relation
to mean, high and low tide, and also_
with reference o surrounding land.
With relation to the tide this
#lll has sunk seven-tenths of & fool,
With relation to
has the same position. Johmn R. Free-
the engineer for the Charles
River dam, takes this gs a positive
proof that Bosaton harbor and the clty

years,

It has all been done
This brings

§ on there,
In fact, it is posi

sill in the
Navy Yard, at Boston,

known how long ago
in the ocean. But it

elapsed the present
equal distance from

Simllarly will
merged. Baltimore
the lapdwarks it
tions of

deposits to ralse |[ts

sunk seven-tenths of & New Orleans that |t

sea in the last seveaty
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Boston be

tepbalance the decline.

The original mouth of the Hudson
River is now 20 miles out to sea.
The ships follow its old channel in
learing port even now, It

is not
it was when the

mouth of the river was not far out

is almost a cer

tainty that when a similar time has

city will be an
the then land.
sub-

will disappear

about the same time, und growt por-
Washington.
Mississipp! is bringing down great

The great

delta and ¢oun-
So low Is
will be one of

the first eitles to sink below Lthe sea

)

leval and be a munlcipality
walled against the enemyv, the sea.
Galveston has slready felt the en-
croachment of the walers, and has
been forced to bulld itself a sea wall

high

The Geologlos]l SBurvey makes topo-
graphlcal maps, On these lines are
run at given elevations. For in-
stance, a line may be run about

Manhattan Island at a level twenty
feet above the water at the Batlery
It would psubmerge the Customs
House and extend up Broadway
nearly to Wall street. From the east
it would Invade the financial distriet
almost to Nassau street, It would
overflow half the land between the
City Hall and the East River, Far-
ther up It would submerge a nar-
rower steip, but its intrusion would
create great havoce.

A fAftyfoot rise of water wounld
wipe Manhattan Island out entirely
Of course, |f these depressions came
o very gradually the water fronts

k Some Day Beneath the Ocean

Engiopeer Freeman has also
studied New York and vicinity with
reference to the same thing, and re
ports this conviction that the same
degree of subsidence has been going

would be dyked against thelr fmtru
slons, In this way New York City
might be saved from destruction for
& very long time. It would inevita-

bly become a elty surrounded by a
high levee, against which the ocean
would beat with an ever-lncreasing
idvantage. 1t might perpetuate tself
by artificial menns, but in the end i
will be put in an impossible position,

The waters will follow over the flats
--I"\'vw Jersey and of Long Island,
They will even beat back through
the Deluware and the Chesapeaka
and get beyond the elty and cut off
communication with the main part
of the land. Finally, New York will
And itself & city down In & well far
out from

the mainland. Gradually
Lhe people who dwell in it will
desert it and repalr 1o the then maln-
land. The waters will eventually lap

AWAY Lhe great walla that have been
bullt to keep out the ses, and will
tumble o among the Bkyscrapera

e
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